
Cottar’s 1920s Safari Camp
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Welcome to Cottar’s 1920s Safari Camp

Calvin and Louise Cottar established Cottar’s 1920s Safari Camp 
in the mid-nineties. The award-winning camp is located in the famous 
‘seventh’ natural wonder of the world, the Masai Mara in Kenya. 
The camp is owned by the oldest established and continuing safari 
family in Africa and provides genuinely stunning wildlife and 
wilderness experiences to discerning, experiential travellers.

Extending an era of luxury and quality, Cottar’s 1920s Safari 
Camp returns to the original spirit and essence of ‘safari’: an 
abundance of wildlife, a guarantee of privacy, and the highest 
standards of professional guiding in a luxurious and authentic
camping environment. Cottar’s 1920s Safari Camp provides the 
romance of safari under cream canvas tents, the style of the
bygone era of the twenties with butler-delivered silver service, 
while at the same time supplying the amenities required by today’s 
modern world travellers and professional guides whose 
qualifications are the highest in Africa.

Thank you for choosing Cottar’s 1920s Safari Camp and we hope 
you enjoy your stay with us.

Cottars Safari Service since 1919...the tradition continues.



A Luxury Family Tent



The Luxury Family Tented Suites

We have four Family Tented Suites 
~ each suite consists of two ensuite 
bedrooms with a shared veranda, 
sitting & dining room. The bedroom 
areas are separated from the sitting 
room by curtains.

We are a child friendly camp and 
we understand that family safaris 
are extremely important. We take 
considerable time, care and attention 
to ensure it will be a holiday of 
a lifetime. We can arrange early 
dinners and children’s menus. Special 
activities for the active older 
children can also be organised 
(through but not limited to our 
Maasai Warrior school programme). 
A nanny is also available (free of 
charge) on request.



A Luxury Double Tented Suite



The Luxury Double Tented Suites

We have four 1920’s style, white ensuite tents 
~ three doubles and one twin. 

The camp has nine tents in total (one unique 
honeymoon tent, four double tents and four 
family suites), all with en suite bathrooms. 

The entire camp is situated to ensure that tents 
are private and quiet, whether for honeymooners 
or families with young children.



The Honeymoon tent at Cottar’s



The main mess tentThe camp has two main mess tent areas for fine dining, drinking, reading and relaxing.
The camp spreads over 1kilometre so guests are assured a spacious yet intimate environment.



We pride ourselves on the quality and variety of our food. Our chefs prepare mouth-
watering, healthy and balanced dishes using the freshest ingredients, much of which is 
grown in our own organic vegetable garden. 

Communal dining is encouraged, however, we are happy to provide private dining 
arrangements on request. Bush Meals and Sundowners and meals at the pool pavilion 
can also be arranged.

Cottar’s Kitchen



The mess tent by the pool



The swimming pool - the perfect place for hours of lounging, reading and relaxing.



Activities

Day & Night Game Drives   Guided Bush Walks  Running with Maasai
Bush Meals & Sundowners  Cultural Visits   Masai Warrior School
Swimming Pool    Gift Shop    Spa treatments
River/Waterfall Swimming & Fishing

Experience the Great Migration

Guided bush walk

Climate

Kenya’s diverse geography means that temperature, rainfall and humidity vary widely, we have two 
rainy seasons: 
 »The “short rains” which occur from late October through November.
 »The “long rains” which occur from late March to early June.

Temperatures vary from 10°C to 28°C. July and August are the coolest months and are often overcast 
especially in the morning. December-Mid March is the warmest time of the year.



Cottar’s famous canvas baths

the secret waterfall

spa treatments

masai dancing

local masai village  visits

sundowners



Masai Warrior School

Game Drives

Please note that although we have a vintage safari car it is not the most ideal vehicle for 
long game drives so our game drives are done using vehicles similar to the one in the picture 
above. A game drive in the vintage car is possible on request and it can be used for airstrip 
transfers. 



A bush dinner



The 4Cs

Conservation: Cottar’s Wildlife 
Conservation Trust (CWCT) supports 
the establishment of a 6,000 acre 
Olderkesi Wildlife Conservancy pilot 
project on the boundary and key 
wildlife corridor of the Maasai Mara 
National Reserve and the Serengeti 
National Park. CWCT has been actively 
engaged in the preservation of natural 
habitats and wildlife in the area, in 
securing the area from poachers and 
for the protection of the community.

Commerce: The Cottar’s are in 
partnership with the Masai community 
and manage their land on their behalf 
(for wildlife use) at rates competitive 
with other economic uses providing 
alternative livelihood opportunities.

Culture: Cottar’s Camp is neighbored 
by the Maasai community, a tribe that has 
so far maintained it’s traditional way of 
life. To ensure guests don’t miss out on 
the intricacies of this vibrant culture, 
Cottar’s take them on excursions to 
various Maasai villages for them to 
experience Maasai culture first hand. 
We also provide a market for beadwork 
and other traditional handicrafts 
produced by Maasai women as an 
additional way of preserving Maasai 
culture and support for development.

Community: Cottar’s 1920s Camp 
maintains close ties to neighboring 
communities and is keen to address the 
challenges they face. The CWCT has 
for many years actively supported the 
Maasai community’s struggle to obtain 
land tenure resulting in the legal 
ownership of the Olderkesi Group 
Ranch in 2010.

Community Projects

We take pride in saying that most of our employees are from the local community, by this 
we are actively involving them in development. We conduct local clinic visits (dental, 
ambulance transfers and other general services) which are arranged by Volunteer 
groups who come through Cottar’s 1920s camp. We have also built a foot bridge with 
Bridging the Gap Africa. The people can now access social amenities unlike before 
where they had difficulty crossing the Sand River especially during floods. The bridge 
is now saving an average of six lives a year.

The Cottar’s Wildlife Conservation Trust (CWCT) will be running a scout operation for 
wildlife monitoring, anti-poaching, anti-deforestation and a host of other functions 
necessary to operate a wildlife conservancy. We have also acquired a gyrocopter to 
do aerial reconnaissance of activities within the conservancy and wider Mara area to 
help build a time lapse data base of land use change, wildlife and livestock counts. 
Additional donor funding for this will have a big impact on land use change decisions 
for the future.

In regards to being members of the Long Run Destinations which practice the 4C’s 
(Community, Conservation, Culture & Commerce), and prior to the conservancy project, 
Cottars built the Olpalagilagi Primary School for a total of 200 students, paying 
teachers salaries and – to keep the children coming to school – we also run a feeding 
program for them.

Many thanks to all the people and organizations that made efforts to support CWCT. 
Nothing of value is ever for free, nor can anything sustainable be achieved without 
ownership and commitment by the intended beneficiaries.



what to pack?

Important:
Passport (Kenyan immigration authorities require a minimum 
of two blank (unstamped) visa pages in the passport to enter 
the country) or Kenyan Identification Card
Visa
Yellow Fever vaccination (only required of all travellers 
over one year old, arriving from yellow fever infected 
countries)
Air Tickets/Vouchers/insurance details
Credit Cards (MasterCard or Visa)
Debit Cards (for use at ATM)
Sun Glasses and Solid Case
Prescription Glasses (with extra pair) and Solid Case
Contact Lenses (with extra pair), we recommend that you 
also bring a pair of glasses in case of dust irritation.
Books/magazines/journals
Converter/plug set (Kenya uses 220v English square pin)
Binoculars – a must!
Flashlight (small, with extra batteries)
Camera & Equipment: Battery Charger and Adapter, Large 
Memory Card etc.

Toiletries:
Malaria prophylactics (if you choose)
Anti-histamine pills/cream (pills are more suitable for 
people with allergies and fast reactions to bites)
Insect Repellent
Motion sickness pills (if needed)
Painkillers
Sunscreen (we recommend lotion with high protection as 
most of Kenya is at high altitudes)
Aftersun lotion
Face and Hand Cleaning Wipes
Body Lotion
Battery or hand razor
Hair brush
shampoo and conditioner.
Deodorant
Feminine hygiene supplies
Lip Balm (recommended with an spf)
Toothpaste and toothbrush
Eye drops (if needed)

Clothing:
Sunhat
Windproof/Waterproof Jacket
Fleece
Jumper/Sweatshirt
Safari Trousers
Safari Shorts
Sports Socks
Short Sleeved Shirts & / or T-Shirts
Long sleeved shirts/tops/blouses
Pyjamas
Swimming Costumes
Underwear
Light Walking Shoes for everyday use
Pair of Sandals/Flip-Flops
Pair of Closed Shoes for the evening

NOTE: There may be a restriction on luggage limits on your safari – please ensure that you have the details 
from your agent according to your itinerary and ask your agent ahead of time if you would like details on 
the feasibility and costs of taking excess luggage with you on any of these restricted luggage safaris.

the journey

Your Cottar’s experience begins as you disembark at either Cottar’s private airstrip 
(a 10 minute drive from the Camp) or keekorok airstrip (a 1.5 hour game drive from the 
Camp). you will be greeted by your Cottar’s guide, who will escort you and your party 
to the Camp for your welcome introduction. Then it’s all up to you to decide how you 
would like to spend your time with us. your holiday begins.



mara bridge

sand river

talek

musiara

oloro

sekanane

ololamutiek

siana

naboisho

ol kinyai

olare - 
motorogii

mara north

lemek

olchorro
oirowua

enonkishu

pardamat

olarro

nyakweri

masai 
moran

oloisukut

olderkesi
cottar’s

tanzania

kenya

The Maasai Mara National Reserve 
& The Mara Conservancies

The Maasai Mara
National Reserve

kenya

indian 
ocean

tanzania

nairobi
africa cottar’s

kenya

remote & accessible

The Maasai Mara in the south of Kenya is famous 
for its astounding variety of wildlife. With both 
resident and transient populations of lion, 
leopard, cheetah, hyena, giraffe, elephant, to 
name a few, as well as over 450 bird species,
the vast fertile plains are dense with game. 
The area has been classified among the “Seven 
wonders of the world” due to the extraordinary 
annual migration from July to November when 
over 1.3 million wildebeest and zebras cross 
the Serengeti to the Mara in search of greener 
pastures. 
However, the Mara National Reserve itself, 
measuring 373,000 acres, is only a fraction of 
the Greater Mara-Serengeti Ecosystem, much of 
which falls under ownership of pastoralists. 
Some of the ecosystem’s prime game viewing lies 
within the conservation area surrounding the 
Reserve. These conservatives have been set up 
by the private sector in partnership with local 
landowners in order to conserve the larger 
Mara ecosystem by extending the protected 
area for wildlife and to standardize income 
distribution and eco-systems management.

Cottar’s 1920s Safari Camp & 
Cottar’s Bush Villa are situated 
in an untouched exclusive 
27,000-acre concession area 
in Olderkesi, bordering the 
Serengeti, Mara and Loliondo 
reserves. The luxurious camp 
and the pristine area guarantee 
privacy and an abundance of 
wildlife. Located on the far 
south Eastern part of the Mara, 
we are the first to see the great 
wildebeest migration coming in 
and we are the last to see the 
herds heading back South into 
the Serengeti.



A Map of the Camp - please note that this map is not to scale





www.cottars.com
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